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July 4, 2015 - After our stop at the 
Arc de Triomphe, some of the tour 
went on their own to explore more 
of Paris.  I chose the optional extra 
cost of going with the other part of 

our tour group to the Palace of 
Versailles.  It was a very hot day.  
There is no air conditioning in the 
palace in order to preserve all the 
art.  Our tour guide said it was not 

a crowded day for tourists but I 
thought it was way too crowded.



Those cobblestones were very difficult to walk on from the bus 
parking lot to the entrance of the palace.





Louis XIV was known 
as the “sun king” and 
below you can see the 
sun icon on the fences 

outside the palace.



Apparently there are over 
700 rooms.  We only visited 
the ones of major historical 

importance.  Once again we 
saw a lot of painted ceilings 

and artwork.











There were so many rooms that I 
thought to take a photo of the 

names of the rooms so that I could 
remember which photos I took in 

which rooms.  Unfortunately, even 
though I put the photos in the order 
I took them in this pdf booklet, I still 

can’t tell which photo belongs to 
which room.  I do remember our 

guide saying that a lot of the rooms 
were named after planets.  These 
rooms are all part of the King’s 

Grand Apartment.



This is a bust statue of 
Louis XIV.







This was called the 
Mercury Salon.











Then we approached the 
famous hall of mirrors.



You can see the crowd of tourists 
in the hall of mirrors.  One wall is 
lined with mirrors and the other is 
lined with windows that overlook 

part of the huge garden.



Tried to take a “selfie” in one part 
of the wall of mirrors, but the 

windows behind caused the photo 
to come out dark.  Below is one of 
the windows in the hall of mirrors 
overlooking part of the garden.





The hall of mirrors leads into the 
King’s Chamber, which consists of 

the Bull’s-Eye Room, the King’s 
Chamber and the Council Study.









Another bust statue of 
Louis XIV in the King’s 

Bedroom.







Another few attempts 
at “selfie” photos in 
all the many mirrors 

in this palace.





Then we went in to the Queen’s 
Grand Apartment and the bedroom 
of Marie Antoinette.  That’s her bed 
on the left and a bust statue of her 

in the photo below.



Our tour guide pointed out that the 
bedspread and decor is the original 
from the time of Marie Antoinette.  





This is a portrait of Marie 
Antoinette and her children.







This is where the King and Queen 
ate their meals, and below is high 

ranking people would sit in 
audience while the King and 

Queen dined.  Others of less rank 
would stand in the back.



Back outside the palace on my way to 
the garden.



Other than being huge in size I didn’t think the garden was all that nice.  None of the 
fountains were working.  Perhaps if the fountains were on, it would have looked nicer.











Francois drove us back on the 
tour bus to our hotel, where 
we freshened up and met in 
the lobby to get back on the 
bus to go to the restaurant 

for our farewell dinner.



This Parisian restaurant had the 
decor and atmosphere of the 

Provence in the south of France 
where we had just visited.  It 

was decorated so cute to 
appear as if we were sitting 
outside but being inside.  It 

was very hot though with no 
air conditioning.



The food was really good with 
salad and I ordered chicken.  

They brought us three small cups 
of dessert with each having a 
different flavor of pudding.



Next some people departed our 
tour and those of us that chose the 

optional boat ride on the river 
Seine got back on the bus to drive 

to where the boat was.  I had 
seen Paris mostly through the bus 
window, but now I would see it 

from the perspective of the boat.



It was dusk, and going under 
all the many bridges was a 
fun experience.  The sound 

really does echo off the 
underneath of the bridges.



I got a much better view of 
Notre Dame from the boat 

than from the bus.





More photos of Notre Dame.









People on the shore would wave to our boat, other boats would wave to us 
and we would wave back all along our route on the Seine.



A closer look at the building above where Marie Antoinette was 
imprisoned for 2 months before her beheading.



A beautiful close-up look at 
the awesome bridge with the 
large golden statues and old 

fashioned ornate lights.





Every bridge is different and underneath is also different.



Views of the Eiffel Tower 
from the boat.





After the boat tour I posed with our 
tour director, Cindy, and bus driver, 
Francois, above and said goodbye.  
A few of us were disappointed that 

we had not yet seen the Eiffel 
Tower lit up and we were not ready 
to go back to the hotel on the bus.  
Three of the younger people and 
three of us older ladies decided to 
walk over to the Eiffel Tower and 

wait for it to light up.  Now I got to 
see a bit more of Paris from the 
perspective of walking.  On the 

right is an eternal flame sculpture 
dedicated to Princess Diana above 
the tunnel where her car crashed.



We came across this unique 
building with an actual 

garden growing on its side.  
There was some sort of 

irrigation system on the side 
of the building to water it.



We stopped to pose by the wall 
garden.  I later noticed the next 
morning at the airport that there 

was a very similar wall garden by 
my departure gate.



We made our way to the base of the Eiffel Tower.  Just across the street here by 
the river Seine were carousels and a sort of street fair with venders of all sorts.



The twinkling lights finally came on 
and stayed on for 5 minutes.  We 
realized they came on every hour 
beginning at 10:00 P.M. for just 5 
minutes up until 1:00 A.M.  We 

decided to wait until 11:00 PM to see 
it again.





We shopped in the street fair, got 
some ice cream, took photos and 
waited for the next twinkling light 

event.  By the time it went on again 
we had walked under it and to the 
other side where the green grass 

lawn was.  The entire area was like a 
festival party atmosphere.  People 
cheered when the twinkling lights 

came on.  I realized it was the Fourth 
of July back in America, and here I 
was celebrating with the twinkling 

lights under the Eiffel Tower in Paris.  
It was a perfect ending to an 

absolutely wonderful 27 day trip 
through Italy, Santorini and France!  



The three of us older ladies 
caught a taxi back to our hotel, 
while the younger three went off 

to explore some more.  We heard 
from them the next morning that 
they had fun sitting on the side of 
the Seine with a group of people 

playing guitars and music.




